EUROPEAN  DRAMA

Le   Gendre  de M.  Poirier (1854)  is   Augier Js most
famous play.    Here a spendthrift young noble, Gaston
de Presles, tells his friend the Due de Montmeyran,
that he  has married Antoinette,  the  daughter  of the
wealthy bourgeois, Poirier, who has paid his huge debts
and  given him an allowance  and  lodging  under  his
roof.     This is^an opening typical of the ' well-made y
play.    It is artificial.    Seeing that the Duke is Gaston's
best friend, he would surely know more of the marriage
than he appears to.    Augier tries to cover the lack of
likelihood by saying that Montmeyran is newly returned
from   foreign   service,   but   the   conversation   remains
a theatrical device employed to acquaint the audience
with the situation.    There is a second and more glaring
improbability.    Gaston has made a marriage for purely
mercenary motives.    He is indifferent to his wife and
despises   his   father-in-law.    It   is   difficult   to   believe
that,    having    managed    to    acquire    a    considerable
allowance,  he would not have bargained further and
insisted on a separate establishment in less uncongenial
surroundings.    It   is   an   unnatural   arrangement,   de-
manded by the exigencies of the plot and taking little
account of the supposed character of the man.    These
may seem carping criticisms, but they are  necessary
indications of fundamental defects in the * well-made *
play.    There  were  far  worse  offenders  than  Augier.
Openings of this type are still frequent and generally
take the form of a telephone  call  or  a  conversation
between  an  inquisitive  friend of  the   family  and   an
incredibly talkative servant.    But they are not true to
life  and,  consequently,  out of place  in  a  piece  that
claims to be serious realistic drama.

After this beginning we see M. Poirier and learn
in a very effective scene that ambition, the hope that
he himself may one day receive a title, has led him to
arrange so expensive a marriage. Gaston who had
wedded so lightly, is gradually awakening to the